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Ref: EPR ER

INITIAL POLLUTION REPORT 

Alkire Street Pesticides

Arvada, Jefferson County, Colorado

I. HEADING

Date: July 19, 2002

From: Tien Nguyen

Agency: EPA

Unit: Region VIII - Emergency Response Program

999 18th Street, Suite 300

Denver Colorado  80202

(303) 312-6820

To: Patty Kalla, EP A Headq uarters

POL REP N o.: Initial

Site: Alkire Street Pesticides Site

II. BACKGROUND

Site Num ber: 08EW

Party Condu cting the Action: EPA 

Respon se Authority: CERCLA

CERCLIS No: CO 0012986108

NPL Status: No

Action Memorandum Status: Approved - 06/18/02

Date Action Started: 07/15/02

Completion Date: TBD

III. SITE INFORMATION

A. Incident C ategory

Time-Critical, Fund-Lead.

B. Site Description

1. Site description

 The S ite is loca ted at 7 700 Alkire  Street in  Jefferso n Co unty, C olorad o .  The  prope rty is

not located w ithin the City limits of a mun icipality.
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 The Site is appro ximately two ac res and is borde red by Leyden  Creek, which  flows to

Ralston Creek to Clear Creek to the Platte River.   The Site is used to be a nursery/tree

business.   A  small pond is located on site adjacent to Leyden Creek; apparently pooled

wate r from t he po nd w as pu mpe d and  used  as irrigatio n wa ter for th e trees.  

There is o ne prim ary residenc e and o ne seco ndary resid ence on  the prop erty; both a re

prese ntly un occu pied.  Se veral o utbu ildings  are loca ted on  the Site  and ar e gen erally in

poor condition with a large amount of unsorted materials stored inside.  Three tanks (250-

500 gallon capa city and labeled “nu mber 2 diese l”) are located on stan ds along the s outh

property bou ndary.

Ther e are rep ortedly  4 drinkin g wa ter/irrigatio n we lls on th e prop erty.  On ly one w ell is

functional; and, since  the shallow aq uifer has a high ha rdness con tent, precipitants

probably impaired the usability of three of the wells.  The well that is functional has been

deep ened  severa l times to  its dep th of 50 0 feet. 

The property is unsecured; and a new residential development is being constructed

immediately north and northeast of the Site.  An active greenhouse is located south of the

Site; Va n Arsda le Elem entary S choo l and a s oftball fie ld com plex are  located  imm ediately

south wes t.  

3. Site Evaluation

EPA and its Superfund Technical Assistance Team (START2) conducted a

reconnaissance visit to the Site on January 25, 2002, and a follow-up on February 1 and 2,

2002.   More than 400 small containers and bags of pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers, and

miscellaneous gardening chemicals were inventoried and organized in the two buildings

on the Site.   Neighbors reported that the property owner dumped containers of DDT on

the ground  when it w as banned  from further use .   As part of the remova l assessmen t,

START2 collected two surface water samples and three sediment samples from Leyden

Creek (adjacent to the Site), two groundwater samples from dom estic wells on the Site,

and three surface soil samples & five product samples on-site.

3. Description of threat

A large number and quantity of hazardous substances (including

dichlo rodiph enyltrich loroeth ane [D DT], m ethox ychlor, a nd silv ex) are p resen t at the S ite. 

The p roperty is un secured  and is situa ted app roximate ly 250 yards fro m an e lementa ry

school and 100 yards from recreational softball facilities.  There is a high potential for

children to visit this Site as an attractive nuisance and be exposed to the hazardous

substances on-site and/or to cause hazardous substances to be released to the

environment.  In addition, the property is located adjacent to a creek that has potential for

flooding and release of hazardous substances into the environment.  It has also been

reported that vandals have visited the Site; vandals could enter the buildings and damage

the containers, thus releasing hazardous substances to the environment and/or exposing

themselves to the materials.

In addition to the 445 containers of chemicals in the buildings, three 55-gallon drums of

chem icals, sev eral pres sure co ntaine rs with  unkn own  conte nts, a n umb er of us ed oil

containe rs, approx imately 100  bags o f fertilizer & pesticid es, and se veral fuel tan ks are

present on the Site.
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IV. RESPONSE INFORMATION

A. Situation

1. Removal actions 

On July 2, 2002, the Judge signed a warrant to be effective on 7/12/2002, on 7/12/02, the

OSC and the EPA contractors, START2 and Emergency and Rapid Response Services

(ERR S) con ducte d a pre -remo val site p lannin g at the  Site. 

On Monday, July 15, 2002, EPA and its contractors, ERRS and START2, mobilized to the

Site and initiated the following actions:

- Approximately 445 containers of hazardous materials and pesticides/ herbicides

were identified and segregated.  Containers without labels were Hazcatted.   All of

these containers were lab-packed - a total of 14 drums.

- Approximately 100 paper-torn bags of fertilizer & pesticides were overpacked in 55

gallon poly drums - a total of 16 drums.

- Nume rous containe rs of mostly oil produ cts were collected  througho ut the Site

and c onso lidated  in drum s for rec ycling.  T his gro up inc luded  5 drum s of oily

liquid, 2 drums of grease, 1 drum of solvent, and 2 drums of corrosives.

- In addition, an unknown amount of diesel fuel in three 250-gallon above-ground

tanks will be recycled to mitigate the potential of fire on site.

- The potentially contaminated soils on-site were also sampled to determine the

extent of leakage/spillage.

By July  17, 2002 , a total of  40 dru ms w ere stag ed on  Site aw aiting w aste pr ofile  in

prepa ration fo r transp ortation  and d ispos al.

2. Enforcement

To Be Determined

3. State a nd Lo cal Ro le

A State repres entative w as on site d uring the  remov al.  The Sta te and loc al agenc ies are

supportive of the initiative to get the Site cleaned up but do not have the expertise or

money to complete an immediate Removal action on the Site.

 

B. Future Plans

The drums have been packaged and stored onsite until such time as they can be disposed at an

appropriate disposal facility.  Results of the soil sampling will be reviewed.

C. Key Issues

None at this time.

V. COST INFORMATION

Total costs have not been received at this time but are estimated to be less than the budget ceiling of

$62,400 which was established in the Action Memorandum.

VI. DISPOSITION OF WASTE

To Be Determined


